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 I recommended against clemency for Jonathan Pollard early in the first 
Clinton administration when I was director of Central Intelligence, but 
now, nearly two decades later, I support his release. What would I say has 
changed? The passage of time.

When I recommended against clemency, Pollard had been in prison less than 
a decade. Today he has been incarcerated for over a quarter of a century 
under his life sentence.

Of the more than 50 recently convicted Soviet bloc and Chinese spies, only 
two—Aldrich Ames and Robert Hanssen—also received life sentences, and 
two-thirds of these some-50 enemy spies served or have been sentenced to 
less time than Pollard has already served.

The recently convicted spies for such countries as Saudi Arabia, Ghana, 
Ecuador, Egypt, the Philippines and South Korea are serving less than a 
decade. One especially damaging Greek-American spy, Steven Lalas, received 
a 14-year sentence, just over half of what Pollard has already served.

Pollard has cooperated fully with the U.S. government, pledged not to profit 
from his crime (e.g., from book sales), and has many times expressed remorse 
for what he did.

There is absolutely no reason for Pollard to be imprisoned for as long as 
Ames and Hanssen, and substantially longer than spies from other friendly, 
allied, and neutral countries. For those hung up for some reason on the fact 
that he's an American Jew, pretend he's a Greek- or Korean- or Filipino-
American and free him.

R. James Woolsey

Former CIA Director

Wall Street Journal, July 4, 2012

R. James Woolsey
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William Webster

Former Federal Bureau of Investigation head William Webster, who headed the 
bureau during Israeli agent Jonathan Pollard’s arrest, told The Jerusalem Post in 
an exclusive interview this week that he would no longer oppose US President 
Barack Obama commuting his life sentence to time served.
“My job was to find spies,” he said. “At that point we did what we needed to do 
with the prosecution, the judge sentenced him, and he’s been incarcerated for a 
long time.”
Pollard marked the 28th anniversary of his arrest on Thursday. Webster said 
he participated in Pollard’s apprehension and prosecution and explained why 
he had not endorsed previous efforts to bring about Pollard’s release, which 
obtained the support of former CIA head James Woolsey, former national 
security adviser Robert McFarlane, and former secretaries of state George 
Shultz and Henry Kissinger.
“I declined to become involved because I felt I had done my job,” he said. “In 
those early days, [the effort] was too much of a reach, and it was unsuccessful. 
As time went along, the efforts on his behalf ceased to be a defense of him. 
Rather, they became a recognition that he committed a serious crime and was 
punished. The consideration became whether he had served a sufficient length 
of time. [He started seeking] not a pardon but a commutation of his sentence.”
Webster, a former federal judge, is the only man in history to head both the FBI 
and the Central Intelligence Agency. Although he turns 90 in March, Webster 
still chairs Obama’s Homeland Security Advisory Council.
When asked what he would tell Obama if he asked him whether to commute 
Pollard’s sentence, Webster said: “I recognize the length of time he has served 
for his offense, and if you are asking me if I would do anything to oppose it if 
the president was interested in commutation the answer is no, I would not.”
When asked why, he said: “My reason is that there are circumstances where 
compassion is in order. That can be tested against sentences that have been 
meted out to others with as serious offenses. All those are matters of judgment 
that can be made on their own individual facts, but there is nothing there that 
would lead me to oppose the exercise of commutation.”

Jerusalem Post, Jan 2, 2014
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July 25, 2011

President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20500 Re: Jonathan Pollard

Dear Mr. President,

I write to you in order to join the long list of Members of Congress, former 
administration officials, Nobel Laureates, diplomats and religious leaders 
asking you to grant clemency for Jonathan Pollard. This letter does not 
seek to diminish the significance of his crime, nor does it wish to dispute the 
conditions under which the sentence was originally passed. The purpose of 
this letter is to advocate that Mr. Pollard be held to the same standards of 
punishment for his actions as others convicted of similar crimes.

Mr. Pollard is the only person in U.S. history to receive a life sentence for 
disclosing classified information to an American ally. In fact, he is the only 
American citizen convicted of such a crime to be sentenced to more than 
14 years in prison. Currently, the punishment for such a crime is set at a 
maximum of ten years.

Having spent over 25 years in incarceration, seven of which were spent 
in solitary confinement, and having expressed remorse for his crimes, it 
is my humble opinion that Mr. Pollard has served sufficient time - both 
in terms of punishment for his crimes and in terms of deterrence to 
would-be perpetrators. I therefore ask that you consider asserting your 
constitutional authority to grant clemency for Mr. Pollard.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Warmest wishes,

Robert Wexler
President, S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace

Rebert Wexler
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Office of Governor Bill Richardson 
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December 10, 2013 

Dear Honorable President Obama,  
 
I am writing you to join many others in support of the commutation of Jonathan Pollard's sentence to 
time served so he can be released. I served in the cabinet, under President Clinton, when Pollard’s 
release was discussed 15 years ago.  
 
In my view, there is no longer a need for a discussion today. Virtually everyone who was in a high 
position of government—and dealt with the ramifications of what Pollard did at the time—now support 
his release. They include Secretary of State George Schultz, FBI Director and subsequent CIA Director 
William Webster, Chairman of Senate Intelligence David Durenberger, and Chairman of House 
Intelligence Lee Hamilton. Furthermore, two people in high positions at the time have directly blamed 
the life sentence of Pollard on the affidavit filed in the case of Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger 
that went against the plea bargain (with Pollard and the government's commitment to not seek a life 
sentence). One of those individuals was National Security Advisor Bud McFarlane, who said the affidavit 
by Weinberger manifested his "unbalanced views" on Israel and caused a "great injustice" to Jonathan 
Pollard. Assistant Secretary of Defense Lawrence Korb wrote the Weinberger had a "visceral dislike" of 
Israel, which was displayed in his affidavit in the Pollard case.  
 
Many other major figures from both parties have joined the call for Pollard's release. Those include 
Senator Schumer and McCain, Secretary of State Kissinger, former CIA Director Woolsey, and Chairman 
of Senate Intelligence DeConcini. Those in the Clinton administration, who saw the classified information 
and have come out for Pollard's release,  include Counsel to the President Bernard Nussbaum and 
Assistant Attorney General Phil Heymann.  
 
Israel and Pollard have both publicly apologized for their actions. Pollard cooperated with the 
government and has been a model prisoner. I have dealt with cases around the world of people who are 
imprisoned and I have decided to add my voice to this case because I believe it is right that Pollard be 
released. Releasing him now is consistent with the government commitment made by the prosecutors in 
writing in the plea bargain.  
 
I am aware commutations are being considered at this time. I have been discussing the case with my 
dear friend and confidant Jason Lyons for quite some time (he serves as a senior Jewish liaison to 
millions of people of the Jewish faith). Please add Jonathan Pollard to the list of those to be released.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
Governor Bill Richardson 
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The time has come 
to let Jonathan Pollard go

THE TIME HAS COME!

Comparative Sentences
The following table indicate how grossly disproportionate Pollard’s life 
sentence is when compared to the sentences of others who spied for allied 
nations. 

·	 Jonathan Pollard is the only person in the history of the United 
States to receive a life sentence for spying for an American ally. 

·	 On November 22, 2013, Pollard entered the 29nd year of his life 
sentence, with no end in sight. 

·	 The maximum sentence today for such an offence is 10 years. 

·	 The median sentence for this offence is 2 to 4 years. 

Name Country Spied 
For Sentence/Punishment

Time Served 
Before Re-
lease*

Michael Schwartz Saudi Arabia Discharged from Navy No time served.

Peter Lee China 1 year in halfway house No jail time.
Ronald Montaperto China 3 months  
Samuel Morison Great Britain 2 years 3 months
Phillip Selden El Salvador 2 years  
Steven Baba South Africa 8 years; reduced to 2 years 5 months
Sharon Scranage Ghana 5 years; reduced to 2 years 8 months
Jean Baynes Phillipines 41 months 15 months
Abdul Kader Helmy Egypt 4 years 2 years
Geneva Jones Liberia 37 months  
Frederick Hamilton Ecuador 37 months  
Joseph Brown Phillipines 6 years  
Michael Allen Phillipines 8 years  
Robert Kim South Korea 9 years 7 years
Thomas Dolce South Africa 10 years 5.2 years
Steven Lalas Greece 14 years  
Jonathan Pollard Israel Life imprisonment  28  years !

* Time served before release is shown where known. Other cases of early release exist.

The time has come to let Jonathan Pollard go

www.jonathanpollard.org   ‎‎•   freePollard@gmail.com 


